
Abu Bakr Gallery of
Islamic Faith

  Worksheets



Islam is a world religion of around 1.4 billion believers – roughly one fifth of the world’s population. Islam is 
also the world’s fastest growing religion. Islam means ‘submission or surrender to the will of Allah (God)’. 

What are the six fundamental elements of a Muslim’s faith stated as ‘The Six Pillars of Iman (Faith)’?

1)   

2)   

3)    

4)   

5)   

6)   

Based upon these ‘Six Pillars of Iman (Faith)’, every Muslim has five duties to perform known as ‘The Five 
Pillars of Islam’. 

Write the correct Arabic term beneath the description of each of these Five Pillars:

The first pillar of Islam is the Profession of Faith which states, “There is no god but Allah and Mohammad is 
the messenger of Allah”.

The second pillar of Islam is prayer. Muslims must pray at five specific times each day.

The third pillar of Islam is the giving of alms to the poor and needy. Each Muslim must give 2.5% of their 
earnings to charity every year.

The fourth pillar of Islam is the obligatory dawn-to-dusk fast during Ramadan, the ninth month of the 
Islamic calendar.

The fifth pillar of Islam is to go on a pilgrimage to Makkah al-Mukarramah (Makkah the Blessed) in Saudi 
Arabia. All Muslims must make this pilgrimage at least once in their lives if they are physically and financially 
able to do so.

Worksheet 1 - The Six Pillars of Iman (Faith)
To be completed in the first bay of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith



To be completed in the first bay of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith

Worksheet 2 - Prayer and Pilgrimage

Muslims must perform Salat or prayers five times each day. Muslims can pray wherever they are but most 
men prefer to pray communally in a mosque. Women more often pray at home or a quiet place at work.

Draw lines to match up the Arabic names for these specific times of day below.

 Just before dawn       Salat al-‘Isha
 At noon        Salat al-Fajr
 Mid-afternoon       Salat al-Maghrib
 Sunset         Salat al-Dhuhr
 Evening        Salat al-‘Asr

While Muslims are in Saudi Arabia doing Al Hajj where else might they visit?

 

What are the two other sacred sites for Muslim pilgrimage found in Jerusalem?



Look at the model of the Ka’ba.

The Ka’ba dates back to the beginning of time. It marks the spot where Adam, the first Prophet, built the 
House of Allah. More than a thousand years later, Abraham and his son Isma’il rebuilt the Ka’ba. The  Prophet 
Mohammad (Peace be upon Him) reclaimed it for Allah after centuries of pagan misuse. 

The Prophet restored the Ka’ba to its original purpose as the earthly house of the one, indivisible God of 
Adam and Abraham. Ever since, the Ka’ba has been the spiritual and geographical focus of Islam. Al Hajj 
begins and ends at the Ka’ba. It also forms the focal point in everyday practices, as Muslims in every corner 
of the globe turn towards the Ka’ba in their five daily prayers. 

Use the information in the gallery to help you answer the following questions.

What is the kiswah?

Where was the kiswah traditionally made and where is it made today?

How long does it take to make the kiswah?

How many kilograms of gold thread are used in the making of the kiswah?

How many kilograms of pure silk from Italy and Germany are used to make the kiswah? 

Spend a few minutes looking carefully at the kiswah and thinking about the time and effort that has 
gone into its production. Make a list of the first ten adjectives or short phrases that come into your 
mind to describe this magnificent work of art.

Worksheet 3 - The Ka’ba and the Kiswah
To be completed in the second bay of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith

near the kiswah curtain



To be completed in the second bay of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith

Find the painting of The Black Stone.

Al Hajj itself begins and ends with the tawaf. During the tawaf each pilgrim walks anti-clockwise around the 
Ka’ba seven times. The tawaf begins and ends at the Black Stone on the eastern corner of the Ka’ba. To keep 
count of the times they walk around the Ka’ba, pilgrims kiss or salute the Black Stone as they pass by.

According to the Muslim belief where did this highly revered marker come from?

Before they start Al Hajj, pilgrims must enter a state of ihram. What does this mean?

The stages of Al Hajj are listed below but in the wrong order. Write numbers one to four next to each 
description to represent the correct order in which these stages must be performed. Use the wall text 
panels for help.

(       )     Pilgrims travel to the great plain around Mount Arafa where they remain until sunset when they
              head to Muzdalifah for the night.
(       )    Pilgrims travel to Mina to stone the largest pillar there then they travel onwards to the Holy Mosque 
              for tawaf al-ifada and finally they return to Mina again.
(       )     Pilgrims stay at Mina for two or three days to stone all three pillars then they return to Makkah
                 al-Mukarramah for farewell tawaf before leaving Makkah.
(       )     Pilgrims enter the purified state of ihram. They perform tawaf and sa  ’y at Makkah al-Mukarramah 
              and then they spend the remainder of the day and night in the tents of Mina.

Can you explain what the sa ’y involves? 

Can you explain why pilgrims throw stones at the pillars at Mina on day three of their Hajj? 

The tawaf and the sa’y, in addition to ihram, constitute a lesser pilgrimage that can be performed at 
any time during the year separately from the Hajj. What is this pilgrimage known as?

Worksheet 4 - Al Hajj



To be completed in the middle bays of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith
where there is a display of Holy Qur’ans

Read the text panels on the walls above the Holy Qur’ans then use the following words to complete the 
sentences below: 

        Kufic          orally                    reciting                  Prophet          Zayd Bin Thabit    Kufa  

In Arabia in the days of the Prophet, knowledge was commited to memory and passed on 
________________. The Holy Qur’an initially followed this tradition; it passed from believer to believer 
by learning and________________. After the death of the ________________ in 11 AH / 632 AD/CE, the 
need to preserve the Holy Qur’an from error became more important. 

The first Caliph, Abu Bakr, instructed the Prophet’s leading scribe, ________________, to collate all the 
written and oral records of the Holy Qur’an. The work was completed during the Caliphate of ‘Uthman in 24-
25 AH / 645 AD/CE. The earliest versions of the Qur’an could be easily misinterpreted so scribes developed 
three fonts in which to record the Qur’an. These styles are known as ________________, Naskh and 
Thuluth. Kufic is an early angular script that appears in the oldest surviving Qur’anic manuscripts. Kufic script 
originated in the city of ________________ in Iraq.

Find a document written in Kufic script and copy a few words in this script in the space below.

Naskh is a vibrant rounded script devised by Wazir Abu Ali Mohammad ibn Muqla in the 4th century 
AH / 10th century AD/CE. 
Find a document written in Naskh and copy a few words in this script in the space below.

Thuluth is a curving script based on the principle that one third of each character should be sloping.
Find a document written in Thuluth and copy a few words in this script in the space below.

Remember to press the touch screen to hear the Holy Qur’an being recited before you leave this area.

Worksheet 5 - The Holy Qur’an



To be completed in the middle bays of the Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith
where there is a display of Holy Qur’ans

What were the earliest Qur’an manuscripts written on?

Spend a few minutes looking at the range of protective boxes and covers which were used to hold 
Qur’ans, then make sketches of these artefacts and annotate them with descriptions of the materials 
and patterns used in the space below.

Worksheet 6 - The Holy Qur’an



To start with, the first Muslims prayed in the Prophet’s house. It was a simple building with an open courtyard 
in which the faithful prayed. In later years the courtyard was roofed over. The layout of the Prophet’s house 
determined the style of early Islamic mosques. As Islam spread and Muslims grew more prosperous, they 
built bigger and grander mosques. Mosque architects took inspiration from the great architectural styles 
around them – Arab, Roman, Judeo-Christian, Byzantine and Persian. By adapting and modifying these 
traditional styles, they soon created innovative architectural designs that were uniquely Islamic.

Complete these sentences about the architectural features commonly found in mosques:

The qibla is 

The mihrab is                

The minbar is

A minaret is 

An ablution area is 

The prayer hall is

With a partner, spend a few minutes identifying some of these common features within two of the 
mosque models from around the world. Can you find all of these architectural features? 
Remember, some can be seen both inside and on the outside of the models. Other than communal 
prayer, what else usually happens at the mosque?

Worksheet 7 -  Mosques
 To be completed in the final bay of the  Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith where there are numerous

pictures and models of mosques from around the world



Ibn Al Haitham Gallery of 
Science and Technology

  Worksheets



The measurement of time has always been important to Muslims, especially to know the correct time 
for prayer. Some time-measuring devices, such as sundials, have been known since antiquity, but Islamic 
scientists also designed new, sophisticated time pieces. Some of these complex automata (clockwork 
models) were designed to entertain as well as tell the time.

Spend a few minutes looking carefully at the Elephant Clock. Make sure you can see where the clock face is and 
see how many different animals are represented. Make use of the touch screen to find out how it works then 
complete the following sentences or use the help of a Museum guide.

The time-keeping element is a perforated bowl that floats inside the elephant’s belly. As the bowl fills with 
____________ it gradually sinks every half hour. The sinking bowl pulls a ____________ that releases 
one of 30 balls. The downward movement of a ____________ then sets off the movements of the figures 
and animals. The different parts of the elephant clock represent the extent of the ____________ world 
at the time it was made. It also incorporates ____________ water-raising technology.

Draw the following parts of the elephant clock in the boxes below and think about the parts of the 
Muslim world that they represent.

Worksheet 1 - Measuring Time
To be completed in the central atrium next to the elephant clock

______________________________________

_______________________________________ _______________________________________

_______________________________________



People throughout the Islamic world were great travellers and traders. Islamic geographers and map makers 
built on the knowledge of Greek and Roman scholars to develop our understanding of the world. By the 3rd 
century AH / 9th century AD/CE, the Islamic world spread from Spain to Southeast Asia. Muslim pilgrims had 
to find their way to Makkah al-Mukarramah from all corners of the known world. Conquerors, merchants and 
explorers had to rely on accurate land and sea maps.

The development of the compass enabled seafarers to calculate their direction of travel. The astrolabe took 
things a step further. It enabled skilled travelers to plot the position of the stars. They used this information 
to calculate both the longitude and latitude. Thus they were able to plot an accurate position. 

Make use of the touch screen here to see exactly how an astrolabe works.

Draw the detail you can see on one of the astrolabes onto the template below. 

If you compare the astrolabes you will notice that they are all different. Why is this?

To be completed near the display cabinets containing astrolabes

Worksheet 2 - Astrolabes

 



To be completed in front of the geometry display

Find the following artefacts in the geometry case and write down what you think they were used 
for and by whom.

Long dividers: 

Surveyor’s level: 

Angle gauge: 

Find this picture in the Gallery, study it carefully and then label the numbered instruments on 
the picture.

This list might help you to get started – compass, globe, astrolabe, sand timer, quadrant.

Worksheet 3 - Geometry

(1) ____________

(2) ____________

(6) ____________

(5) ____________

(4) ____________

(3) ____________
(9) ____________

(8) ____________

(7) ____________

(11) ____________

(10) ____________



Why was astronomy so important to Islamic scientists?

Where was the first Islamic observatory built?

Who built the Jantar Mantar observatory in Delhi around 1334 AH / 1722 AD/CE?

The lunar year observed in most Islamic countries is shorter than the solar year by how many days?

What was the House of Wisdom?

Name three famous mathematical astronomers who attended the House of Wisdom.

What was Al-Khwarizmi’s famous book called?

Now move to the section on Astronomy Section

Worksheet 4 - Astronomy



To be completed by the Islamic chemistry display cabinets

Islamic scientists excelled at chemistry. They mastered the complex laws of chemistry and knew how to 
prepare medicines, expensive perfumes and other economically useful materials. They also developed 
sophisticated laboratory equipment like distillation stills to produce chemical substances of great commercial 
value such as rose water. The scientific works of famous Islamic chemists like Jabir ibn Hayyan and al-Razi 
were later taken to Europe. Here, they were translated into Latin to help lay the foundations of modern 
chemistry in the West. 

Find the distilling equipment by Al-Mizzi for the production of rosewater and make a sketch of it 
below. Annotate your sketch to explain to others how it worked.  

Worksheet 5 - Chemistry



 To be completed by the cabinets which display the range of Islamic water wheels

Much of the Islamic world is situated in dry areas, where irrigation is required to water crops. Water often 
needed to be pumped upwards, from a river or a lake, or from one set of fields to another located at a 
higher level.

Use the touch screen to find out how Taqi al-Din Mohammad ibn Ma’ruf’s six cylinder water pump worked.

Taqi-al-Din Mohammad was an Islamic scientist who wrote about a wide range of subjects. What is 
the title of the book in which he describes the pump with six cylinders?

Find the model of the ship mill and describe how it worked in the space below.

The saqiya is a machine powered by a donkey, mule, ox or camel. The harnessed animal walks around in 
circles, turning a geared mechanism. The gear turns a large wheel with pots attached. Each pot fills with 
water at the bottom and empties into a tank at the top.

Find a model of a saqiya in the display cabinet and draw it in the space below.

Worksheet 6 - The Power of Water



To be completed by the cabinets that display Islamic Military Technology

In the first years of Islam, Muslim-Arab horsemen succeeded in defending their faith with only simple 
weapons. As the empire grew, Islamic rulers oversaw the establishment of increasingly sophisticated armies, 
weapons and fortifications.

What is a trebuchet?

As early Islamic scientists learnt more about the use of gunpowder and explosives, they created ever more 
sophisticated weapons. They fired rockets and grenades containing incendiary chemicals (explosives) and 
they used the trebuchet to launch an early form of biological weapon. Islamic pottery grenades were filled 
with poisonous creatures such as scorpions and snakes. The small air holes in the grenade casing indicate 
that there were live animals inside.

When did the earliest cannons appear in the Muslim world?

What was the ballistic levelling device used for?

Worksheet 7 - Military Technology



To be completed by the cabinets that discuss advances made in Islamic medicine

Historically, doctors in the Islamic world disapproved of surgery unless it was absolutely necessary. However, 
many operations, from Caesarean sections to complex eye surgery, were carried out. Doctors were experts 
at setting broken bones and carrying out dentistry work. 

Draw the medical instruments in the display cabinet and write down what sorts of operations they 
were used for.

What is pharmacology?

Worksheet 8 - Medicine



Islamic Art Galleries

  Worksheets



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 1

Islamic art can be defined as any artistic work created under Muslim patronage, both by Muslim and non-
Muslim artists and artisans, which adhere to Islamic aesthetics.

Islamic art and architecture developed over a long period and over a vast geographical area. When Islam 
expanded beyond Arabia, the advancing Muslims discovered many different artistic styles in the countries 
they had conquered.

Refer to the wall text in order to put in sequence the caliphs and dynasties that followed the Prophet 
Mohammad (Peace be upon Him):

The Abbasid dynasty 132 AH / 750 AD/CE to 656 AH / 1258 AD/CE                    (         )
Abu Bakr 10-12 AH / 632-634 AD/CE                                                                            (         )
Uthman ibn Affan 23-35 AH / 644-656 AD/CE                                                  (         )
Umar ibn al-Khattab 12-23 AH / 634-644 AD/CE                                             (         )
Ali ibn Abi Talib 35-40 AH / 656-661 AD/CE                                                   (         )
The Umayyad dynasty 40 AH / 661 AD/CE to 132 AH / 750 AD/CE                        (         )

Islamic potters decorated objects of all kinds with artistic inscriptions (calligraphy). A major achievement 
during the early centuries of Islamic art was the way artists transformed Arabic script into a graceful pattern 
that circled white glazed dishes. 

Find some examples of pottery decorated in this way and sketch them in the space below. 

Worksheet 1 - Calligraphic Decoration



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 1

Where can we find figurative images in Islamic Art?

 

Which type of figurative scenes have a long tradition in the Middle East?

Glass-making has a long history that goes back to Ancient Egypt and Mesopotamia. With the advent of Islam 
glass-making became one of the main industries of the Muslim world.

Where were the major centres for the production of enameled and gilded glassware in the 6th to 8th 
centuries AH / 12th to 14th centuries AD/CE?

What is rock crystal and why were things made from rock crystal so expensive?

Glassware from these time periods is rare but many glass mosque lamps commissioned by the 
Mamluk rulers of Egypt and Syria survived the centuries. Why is this?

Worksheet 2 - Glassware



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 1

Why did people from the Middle East have such a long history of producing ceramics?

Innovation in ceramics was one of the major artistic achievements in Islamic lands. Islamic lustreware was 
created by metallic pigments which were painted over a glazed object and re-fired to give a glistening, 
iridescent finish. Due to their fine design and costly production (being twice fired), lustre ceramics were 
luxury items. Mina’i ware uses a new form of overglaze painting. The glaze was covered by up to seven 
colours that were painted on and re-fired at low temperatures to produce an enameled finish.

Find an example of Mina’i ware and lustreware in the gallery and write their descriptions.

Now write the differences and similarities between these artefacts in the space below.

Worksheet 3 - Ceramics

Lustre:
 

Mina’i:
 

Differences Similarities



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 2

Islam transformed geometry into a major art form, using the circle as the basis for creation patterns. 
Applying the principles of repetition, symmetry and changes of scale, a myriad of designs was created.

Find examples of geometric patterns applied to artefacts within Gallery 2 and draw these patterns 
in the space below.

With the advent of Islam and the astonishing expansion of the Muslim empire from Spain to India in 
just over a hundred years, the early Islamic caliphs began to control a vast, ancient network of trade 
routes. These stretched over 5,000 miles from China to Europe, serving as a vital means of commerce and 
cultural exchange between East and West. Trade in textiles was extremely important in the economy of 
the Islamic world. 

Find some textiles in Gallery 2 and write what they were used for and where they were made in 
the space below.

How did the rulers and governors throughout the Muslim world make money out of the increase in 
international trade?

Worksheet 4 - Geometric Patterns



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 2

Metal objects were always fundamental to Islamic life, from cooking pots  and utensils to tableware and 
household furnishings to arms and armour. Metal objects in all their variety were made for all sectors of 
Islamic society. 

What were the main weapons used by Islamic infantry (foot soldiers) and cavalry (mounted soldiers) 
at this time?

Among the richest of the Islamic superpowers, the Mughals, commissioned elaborate daggers and scabbards 
(the sheath of a dagger), often set with precious metals and gemstones. These were not intended for use as 
weapons but presented as gifts and worn for show. During the early days of Islam, the sword of the Prophet 
Mohammad (Peace be upon Him) with its forked blade became a powerful symbol of ascendancy and the 
victory of Islam. Ever since then, swords and daggers have formed an integral part of official ceremonial 
garments for a Muslim ruler or official symbolising his dignity, power and status. These daggers often had 
handles decorated with animal heads, which were meant to reflect the qualities of their owners such as 
bravery, intelligence and strength.

Draw some animal dagger and sword heads in the space below and consider what qualities of their 
owner they were meant to reflect.

Worksheet 5 - Metalware



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 3

This gallery displays a wide range of Islamic material culture from the 13th century AH / 19th century AD/
CE. This period is characterised by growing artistic and cultural exchanges between the Islamic world 
and Europe. 

During this time period, a great deal of decorative Islamic metalware was sold to Europe where people 
were fascinated by the sophisticated arts of the Muslim world and used them to furnish their homes in 
what was called the Oriental style. At the same time, European and Asian objects became increasingly 
popular in the Middle East and other Islamic regions.

Find and name two artefacts in Gallery 3 that reflect this artistic fusion of Eastern and Western 
elements. Make notes in the space below to explain specifically how they have been influenced by 
Western artistic styles and also how they represent Eastern artistic traditions.

E.g. The coffee cups in the large image on the wall. 

Worksheet 6 - Artistic Fusion of East and West



To be completed in Islamic Art Gallery 4

Some people feared that the influence of western elements of design and fashions could be damaging 
and a threat to traditional cultural values. However, throughout the 14th century AH / 20th century 
AD/CE, the arts, architecture and culture in the Muslim world have managed successfully to preserve 
tradition while addressing the needs of contemporary life at the same time. The architecture of the 
American University of Sharjah is a good example of this.

How does the architecture of Al Hajj terminal at King Abdul Aziz International Airport in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, remind visitors of their architectural heritage?

How is the King Faisal Mosque in Islamabad a break from traditional mosque design but still 
clearly Islamic in design?

Islamic architecture sometime features colourful stained glass panels. What does the colour green 
symbolise in Islam?     

Worksheet 7 - Architecture


