
Updated on December 2018 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SHARJAH CALLIGRAPHY 

MUSEUM 
Pre and Post Visit Materials 

Sharjah Calligraphy Museum houses exceptional 

calligraphic collections of beautifully written scripts on 

canvas, wood and ceramics. These artworks were created 

by local artists and well-known international calligraphers. 

The museum also showcases a collection of calligraphic 

tools. 
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Al-Hilya al- Shrifa An independent painting filled with geometric shapes, gilded and 

framed. It contains Quran verses and the Prophet’s (Peace be upon Him) 

sayings.  It also describes the Prophet Mohammed’s (Peace be upon 

Him) personality and ethics. Calligraphers use almost the same form to 

write the Al-Hilya al- Shrifa to indicate the unity of Islamic art in 

structure and objectives.  

 

Bordi 

 

A thick paper-like material produced from the pith of the papyrus plant. 

Cyprus papyrus is a wetland plant that was once abundant in the Nile 

Delta of Egypt. 

 

Calligraphy 

 

The art of beautiful, stylized, or elegant lettering with pen or brush and 

ink. It involves the correct formation of characters and harmony of 

proportions. In the Islamic and Chinese cultures, calligraphy is as highly 

revered as painting. 

 

Ebru 

 

The art of decorating paper by placing it upon insoluble paints which are 

dropped onto water. This art is sometimes referred to as marbling. 

 

Zoomorphic Patterns 

 

Calligraphic zoomorphic designs are those in which the lettering forms 

the shape of an animal or object. 

 

Floral Patterns 

 

Patterns made of motifs based upon the shapes of flowers and leaves. 

 

Geometric Patterns 

 

Patterns that are made by combining regular shapes such as squares, 

circles and triangles. 

 

Halkari  

 

A style of ornamentation in which stylized flowers are painted with 

different densities of gold ink. 

 

Horofiat (Letters) 

 

A style of calligraphy that focuses upon the work as an art form without 

following the rules of the classical calligraphy. 
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Kufic The first official, ceremonial Arabic script used extensively in early 

Islamic times. It has specific proportional measurements, along with a 

pronounced angularity.  

 

Midadah Ink made from natural materials such as coffee, coral, rice and henna. 

 

Qasaba (Reed) Pen made of bamboo wood and used by calligraphers.  

 

Thuluth Thuluth means one third in Arabic; the script of Thuluth is based on the 

principle that one third of each letter slopes. Thus it has a strong cursive 

aspect and is usually written in ample curves. 

 

Thuluth Al Jely This script is the most important of all styles as it is the hardest one to 

read and write. Professional calligraphers are judged upon their 

proficiency at writing this script. 
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These key questions are designed to help families, school groups and individuals to get more out of their 

visit to the museum. Please ask any of the museum staff to help you with answering these questions if 

you need further support. 

 

1. When was the opening of Sharjah Calligraphy Museum? 

2. Who is the owner of the house which is known today as Sharjah Calligraphy Museum? 

3. Mention 5 famous calligraphers and their paintings in the museum?  

4. What does the word 'calligraphy' mean?  

5. Why did Muslims use calligraphy?  

6. How did calligraphy develop?  

7. Who developed calligraphy?  

8. What was the first calligraphic style in Islam? 

9. What are the different classical styles of calligraphy (eternal pens)?  

10. What does Kufic refer to?  

11. What does Horofiat mean? 

12. What are the tools calligraphers use to create the art of calligraphy?  

13. What is the meaning of Al-Hilya al-Shrifa? 

14. What are the differences between classical and contemporary calligraphy?  

 

 

If you want to see more examples of the art of calligraphy, visit Sharjah Museum of Islamic 

Civilization and Sharjah Art Museum.  
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Writing a Poem 

 

Al-Hilya al-Shrifa is distinguished by the multiple styles 

used in it. It’s a calligraphic style that contains poems 

describing the Prophet Mohammed (Peace be upon 

Him). This includes a description of his personality and 

how he looked. Calligraphers use a special style of 

calligraphy combined with Islamic patterns to create Al-

Hilya al-Shrifa. 

 

Write a poem describing a close person and use the 

style of Al-Hilya al-Shrifa.  

 

Resources: 

 Pencil 

 A4 paper 

 Felt pens in various colours 

 

Method: 

1) Fill the blanks in the example below as a first draft of your poem. Think about more ideas and 

unleash your creativity. You will be surprised about the number of ideas you can come up with 

while writing. 

 

2) While you are writing your poem think about relative words that give you rhythm such as dark 

and black.   

 

3) Draw 5 circles on a sheet of A4 paper as shown in the example below. 

 

4) Write your poem inside the biggest circle that is placed in middle of the paper.  

 

5) In the four small circles write the names of 4 people you love. 

 

6) Now design your artwork with Islamic patterns and make it colourful!  
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Example:  

My .................is like..................... 

My..................... are...................... 

My ...................... are.................... 

My heart holds ............................. 

That is ...................what............... 

 

My soul is like a new-born child 

My family are like light in the dark 

My favourite colours are brown and black 

My heart holds lots of love to all the people I love 

That is why I am what I am 
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Zoomorphic Designs 

 

Calligraphic zoomorphic designs are those in which the lettering forms the shape of an animal or object. 

This style of calligraphy was first developed in Ottoman Turkey, India and Iran. 

 

Resources:  

 Calligraphy pen 

 Paper 

 Pencil  

 

Method:  

1) After examining zoomorphic designs within the museum think of an animal or an object that is 

reminiscent of the Arab heritage. For example the Arabian horse, falcon, coffee pot or wooden 

ships. 

 

2) Draw a simple pencil outline of this animal or object. 

 

3) Using the calligraphy pen, fill this outline carefully with beautifully written words or short 

descriptions that are related to this animal or object. 

 

4) Create a frame for the work by using more written scripts. Don’t forget to write it in a stunning 

way! 

 

 

Calligraphic texts and artworks are also on display at Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization. 
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The Art of Ebru 'Marble Paper' 

 

Ebru is known as a flotation of coloured ink on water. Artists use 

insoluble paints on the surface of the water to create forms that 

can be transferred directly onto papers. In other words, Ebru is an 

art of paper decoration that is sometimes also called 'marbling'. 

 

Resources: 

 Thick A4 white paper 

 An aluminium deep pan or tray 

 Acrylic paints 

 Small wooden stick 

 Towel  

 

Method:  

1) Fold the A4 paper in half, and then cut along the folded line. 

 

2) Fill the aluminum pan or tray with about 3 cm of water. Place a towel or a piece of cloth 

underneath the pan. 

 

3) Drop good amounts of acrylic paint on top of the water. The lighter the paint is the better it 

works, and floats on top of the water.  

 

4) Use the stick to mix the colours gently. The more you move the stick the muddier colour you will 

get. So try not to mix it a lot!  

 

5) Gently place the thick A4 white paper on top of the water without dipping it and then carefully 

lift it off.  

 

6) Remove the paper and put it on the towel to dry.  

 

7) You can use your marble paper in many things and it could be a piece of art by itself. It could be 

used as a cover page for a book or it could be used for wrapping gifts. Be creative and think of 

how you can use it in other new ways.  
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My Life in a Book 

 

People in the Islamic world documented the Quran and the sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon Him) 

to be preserved and passed to future generations. And from here, Muslims started to record the Quran 

and the sayings of the Prophet (peace be upon Him) by using floral and patterned script styles. 

 

Imagine that you are a writer and you need to document your life in a book. Then, imagine yourself 

reading this valuable book after twenty years. How would you feel? In this activity you are going to create 

and design your own book by using the resources below. You can design this book as you like, use 

pictures or you might also create your book digitally by using programmes like Microsoft Word.  

 

Resources: 

 30 A4 thick white papers 

 1 coloured A4 paper 

 Glue 

 Pencil 

 Stapler 

 Coloured Markers 

 Ruler 

 Scissors  

 

Method:  

1) Have all the A4 white sheets together and staple the left side to create a horizontal book. 

2) Measure 10 cm from the edge of the coloured A4 paper then cut it. You will use this to cover the 

spine of your book.  

3) Glue the coloured paper to cover the spine of your book. 

4) Now start to design your book cover by choosing a design that reflects your personality. If you 

struggled to do this step, write a list of the things you like on a piece of paper as a draft and 

transfer your ideas later into drawings. You may also wish to glue a photo of yourself on the 

cover. 

5) Write in your book about yourself. Here are some ideas to start you off: page one could be about 

your earliest memory. Then a page about your family. Other pages could include your house, 

school, work, community, and then all about your hobbies. You could also include a page about 

your dreams for the future. 

6) You can add more ideas into your book and more stories about your life. Keep the book with you 

and review it every now and then. See how your thoughts and life change over time. Encourage 

your family and friends to do the same, so you can compare all your lives over time.  

 


