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SHARJAH MUSEUM OF 

ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION 
Pre and Post Visit Materials 

Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization houses seven large 

themed gallery complexes spread over two floors: Abu Bakr 

Gallery of Islamic Faith, Ibn Al-Haitham Gallery of Science 

and Technology, four Islamic Art Galleries as well as 

AlMajjarah Gallery for hosting local and international 

visiting exhibitions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Sharjah Museum of Islamic Civilization 

Glossary 
 

Updated on March 2018 

 

Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith 

 

Five Pillars of 

Islam 

Term given to the five duties incumbent upon every Muslim. The Five Pillars 

include Al Shahadah (Profession of Faith), Al Salat (Ritual Prayer), Al Zakat 

(Almsgiving), Al Sawm (Fasting during Ramadan) and Al Hajj (Pilgrimage 

to Makkah al-Mukarramah). 

 

Al Hajj 

 

Pilgrimage to Makkah al-Mukarramah. It is the largest annual pilgrimage in the 

world and constitutes the fifth pillar of Islam, which Muslims must make at least 

once in their lifetime, if they are healthy and can afford it. The pilgrimage occurs 

from the 8th to 12th day of Dhu al-Hijjah in the Islamic calendar. 

 

Kufic 

 

The first official, ceremonial Arabic script used extensively in early Islamic times. It 

has specific proportional measurements, along with a pronounced angularity. The 

name of this script comes from the Iraqi city of Kufa. 

 

Qur’an The Holy Book of the Muslims. Muslims believe that the Qur’an was revealed 

by Allah to the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon Him) through the angel 

Gabriel. The Qur’an consists of 114 chapters of varying length, known as suras. 

Also it includes the stories of the heavens and the earth creations and explains 

in detail what is halaal (lawful) and what is haraam (forbidden). 

 
 

Kiswah The cloth that covers the Ka’aba in Makkah al-Mukarramah. It is draped over it 

annually on the ninth day in the month of Dhu’l-Hijjah according to the Islamic 

calendar. The kiswah is made of black silk and embroidered with verses from the 

Qur’an, using gold and silver thread. 

 

Ka’aba The Ka’aba marks the centre of the Islamic world and it is the house of Allah. 

The building is more than two thousand years old, and according to Islamic 
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tradition the first building at the site was built by the Prophet Abraham 

(Ibrahim) and his son Ismaeel. The foot print of Prophet Abraham beside the 

Ka’ba is an evidence of this. All Muslims around the world face towards the 

Ka’ba during prayers, no matter where they are. 

 
 

Mosque A building where people who follow the Islamic faith worship Allah. In many 

Muslim towns and villages mosques are the largest and most beautiful buildings. 

Mosques are often used as schools and places for meetings or celebrations as well as 

for worship. Most mosques have the following characteristic features. They include 

the mihrab or prayer niche, the minbar or pulpit, a dome to indicate the position of 

the mihrab to the outside, and the minaret, a tower where the call of the prayer is 

made.  

 

Ibn Al Haitham Gallery of Science & Technology 

 

Astrolabe An ancient instrument for calculating the positions of the sun and stars in the sky. 

Astrolabes were used for calculating the time for prayer, the date of Islamic festivals 

and the prayer direction towards Makkah al-Mukarramah. 

 

Distillation The process of separating a mixture of substances by boiling. Islamic scientists 

developed sophisticated distillation stills to produce natural supplies of great 

commercial value. 

 
 

Waterwheel A hydropower system, a machine for extracting power from the flow of water. 

Islamic scientists invented many machines that harness the power of water. 

 

Sundial A clock that tells you the time based on the position of shadows cast by the sun. 

However, not all sundials are used to measure the time with the help of the sun; 

some of them let you work out the time from the position of the stars.  
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Medicine The art and science of healing. It encompasses a range of health care practices 

evolved to maintain and restore health by the prevention and treatment of 

illness. Sections of the Holy Qur’an and the Hadith concern themselves with 

health and medicine.  

 

Astronomy The scientific study of celestial objects such as stars, planets, comets and galaxies. 

The need for accuracy in religious observances and calendar keeping was a major 

force in the development of Islamic astronomy. 

 

Architecture The activity of designing and constructing buildings and other physical structures. 

Advances in Islamic geometry enabled great development in the field of architecture. 

 

Chemistry The science concerned with the composition, structure, and properties of matter, as 

well as the changes it undergoes during chemical reactions. Early Islamic scientists 

were skilled chemists. 

 

Trebuchet A type of large catapult in which a heavy projectile is thrown from the end of a long 

swinging arm. The trebuchet could fire rocks, lead balls or grenades. They were used 

against enemies as the Islamic empire grew. 

 

Geometry A part of mathematics concerned with questions of size, shape, the relative position 

of figures and with properties of space. Islamic geometry was a vital tool in the 

successful pursuit of astronomy, architecture, engineering and the arts. 

 

Islamic Art Galleries 

 

Arabesque An elaborative application of repeating forms that often echo the forms of floral 

and geometric patterns. Arabesque is commonly used for decorations.  

 

Floral Patterns Patterns made of motifs based upon the shapes of flowers and leaves. 
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Geometric 

Patterns 

Patterns that are made by combining regular shapes such as squares, circles and 

triangles. 

 

Lustreware A type of pottery with a metallic glaze that gives a precious, shiny effect.  

 

Embroidery 

 

The activity of stitching clothes using a needle and colourful threads.  

Ceramics Objects such as plates and cups that are made out of fired clay and often glazed. 

 

Kufic The first official, ceremonial Arabic script used extensively in early Islamic times. It 

has specific proportional measurements, along with a pronounced angularity and it 

was engraved beautifully on mosques and palaces walls.  

 

Patron The person who supports the work of artists by giving them money to pursue their 

vocation. 

 

Calligraphy Beautiful writings which calligraphers use special pens or brushes.  

 

Architecture The activity of designing and constructing buildings and other physical structures.  

 

Motif A small segment of a pattern that is repeated. 

 

AD/CE A calendar which indicate the position of the earth on its revolution around the sun 

(Solar calendar). There are 365 days in the solar calendar. AD stands for Anno 

Domini (Latin for “In the Year of (Our) Lord”) as the Christian calendar starts from 

the year in which Jesus Christ is believed to have been born. This is sometimes 

referred to as the Common Era or CE. The time before Jesus Christ was born is 

referred as BC which stands for Before Christ. 

 

AH A lunar calendar in which there are 354 days in the year (Muslim calendar). AH 

stands for Anno Hijra (after the migration). 

 

Textile Any type of woven cloth (fabric). 
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These key questions are designed to help families, school groups and individuals to get more out of their 

visit to the Museum. Please ask any of the museum staff to help with answering these questions if you 

need further support. 

 

Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith Gallery 

Located in the ground floor 

 

1. What is the Profession of Faith? 

2. How many times a day do Muslims pray? When? 

3. What is the percentage of a Muslim’s total income should be given to charity annually (zakat)? 

4. What is the meaning of Sawm (fasting)?  

5. What is the kiswah? 

6. From which fabric is the kiswah made and how is it decorated? 

7. In which month of the year do Muslims perform Al Hajj? 

8. What do Muslims (men & women) wear when they perform Al Hajj? 

9. Where do Muslims go to perform Al Hajj? 

10. What are the phases of Al Hajj? 

11. Who ordered to collect all the written and oral records of the Holy Qur'an in one book? 

12. How many chapters are there in the Holy Qur'an? 

13. What are the names of the three most important calligraphic styles that scribes have used to 

copy the Qur’an? 

14. Why did the Prophet Mohammad (Peace be upon Him) ordered to build mosques? 

15. What is Al Jamaa Prayer? 

16. What are the architectural features commonly found in mosques around the world? 

 

Ibn Al Haitham Gallery of Science and Technology Gallery 

Located in the ground floor 

 

1. Why were Muslim scientists so interested in astronomy? 

2. What is an astrolabe? How does it work? 

3. What is Jantar Mantar? Where is it located?  

4. What is the name of the outstanding Islamic geographer who prepared a comprehensive 

geographical survey of the world? 
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5. Who is Ibn Battuta? What are his achievements? 

6. What was so special about the traveller Ibn Majid’s compass? 

7. What is the name of the thirty volume book which the physician and scholar Al-Zahrawi wrote?  

8. Who brought the idea of using threads to stitch surgical wounds?  

9. What is the name of the famous Islamic ophthalmologist who wrote Thesaurus Opticus or Kitab 

al-Manazir? 

10. What is the name of the scientist who came up with the decimal number system devised? 

11. Who wrote the book of Algebra? What was it about? 

12. Why have Muslim scientists been interested in studying and developing geometry? 

13. Who is universally recognized as the founder of modern chemistry? 

14. Who was the first Muslim chemist to set up a fully equipped laboratory, very similar to the ones 

still in use today? 

15. What were the sophisticated distillation stills on display used for? 

16. How did we receive this massive information about the Islamic military technology? 

17. What is a trebuchet?  

 

Islamic Art galleries 

Located in the first floor  

 

Islamic Art Gallery 1  

1. To which centuries do the artefacts in this gallery date back? 

2. What do we mean by the term of Islamic arts and crafts? 

3. Why were figurative images of living beings forbidden in Islamic artworks? How did you notice 

that? 

4. Why are geometric patterns so prevalent within Islamic arts, crafts and architecture? 

 

Islamic Art Gallery 2  

1. To which centuries do the artefacts in this gallery date back? 

2. Why do Muslims believe that floral decorations have spiritual value? 

3. What is calligraphy and why is it so common on Islamic artefacts? 

4. Mention other crafts that Muslim artists renowned. 

 

Islamic Art Gallery 3 

1. To which centuries do the artefacts in this gallery date back? 
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2. What are arabesque designs? 

3. What is the evidence of the Islamic art impact on Europe in this period? 

 

Islamic Art Gallery 4 

1. To which centuries do the artefacts in this gallery date back? 

2. How do the artefacts and architecture in this gallery reflect the Islamic beliefs of the artists and 

architects who created them?  

3. What is the evidence of the astronomy influence on the artists and craftsmen from this period? 

 

 

If you are interested in finding out more about the arts of the region, visit the Heritage Area 

(Sharjah Heart) where you will find Sharjah Calligraphy Museum, Bait Al Naboodah and Sharjah 

Fort (AlHisn).  
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Create a Mosque Model 

 

Before many years ago Muslims came together for prayer in the Prophet’s house. It was a simple building 

with an open courtyard in when the faithful prayed. The layout of the Prophet’s house determined the 

style of other early mosques. Mosques nowadays are often far more elaborate structures but they can 

easily be distinguished by recurring architectural features such as their domes, minarets, ablution areas 

and prayer halls. 

 

Make a simple model of a mosque in order to remind yourself what these distinguishing features are 

called. 

 

Resources: 

 Following polystyrene shapes (You can find them in any 

stationary shops) 

o Cube 

o square 

o Hemispherical 

o Cylinder 

 Green papers 

 Tooth picks 

 Double side tape 

 Decorating materials (tapes, glitter pens, toy trees, colours) 

 

Method: 

1) To build the mosque: place the cube on the top of the square and the Hemispherical and the 

cylinder on the top of the cube. 

2) Stick them together by placing a tooth pick and double side tape between them. 

3) Choose your favourite colour and start colouring your mosque.  

4) Decorate your mosque using the glitter pens and the decorated tapes. 

5) Design a garden surrounding the mosque by using the green papers and the toy trees. 
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Kiswah – the cloth that covers the kaa’ba (cladding) 

 

The kiswah is considered one of the most aspects of the reverence of the kaa’ba. It dates back to pre-

Islamic times. Today, the kiswah is made in Umm Al Jud factory in Saudi Arabia by the most skilled artists 

and craftsmen who compete for this great honor. The kiswah is made of black silk satin, embroidered 

with gold and silver threads. It also features verses from the Holy Qura’an, beautiful patterns and Islamic 

scripts. The new Kiswah draped annually on the 9th day of the month of Dhu al-Hijjah, the day pilgrims 

leave for the plains of Mount Arafat during the Hajj.  

 

 

Resources: 

 Black thick paper 

 Silver and gold tapes 

 Silver and gold glitter glue  

 Ruler  

 Pencil  

 

Method: 

1) Use the pencil and the ruler to draw the kiswah design for al Kaa’ba gate on the black paper. 

2) Remember to include Islamic scripts or Verses from the Quran and different patterns. 

3) Once you are done with your designs, draw them again using the glue glitters. 

4) Decorate your kiswah using the tapes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dhu_al-Hijjah
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Arafat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hajj
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Recount Writing - Al Hajj Journey 

 

Al Hajj is the fifth pillar of Islam, an obligation that must be carried out at least once in a lifetime by every 

Muslim who is physically and financially capable. Annually, in the month of Dhu Al Hijjah, Muslims from 

the whole world gather at the Holy Mosque in Makkah al-Mukarramah. Pilgrims wear special clothes; 

simple garments to show that all people are equal. The timing of the annual Al Hajj moves through the 

year according to the moon cycles.  

 

At the heart of the Holy Mosque is the Kaa’ba, covered in a special cloth called kiswat al-Ka’ba. The kiswa 

is a black cloth, made of black silk and embroidered with silver and golden threads. The decorated 

sections that you can see might look just like patterns, but they actually show Arabic scripts and include 

important verses from the Holy Qura’an. In Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith is a Sitara, the curtain of the 

kaa’ba’s gate in Makkah (1422 AH / 2001 AD/CE). 

 

After your visit to Abu Bakr Gallery of Islamic Faith imagine how Al Hajj journey might be like. Based upon 

the information about the Al Hajj during your visit to the museum, write a descriptive recount of your 

imagined experiences. 

 

The following questions might help you imagine your Hajj journey.  

 

1) Can you describe what you would see when you first arrive in Makkah al-Mukarramah near the 

Holy Mosque?  

2) What can you hear? 

3) How do you feel? 

4) What are you wearing? 

5) What will you do after finishing from the Hajj? 

6) How do you feel on the flight back home? 
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Explore the Power of Water 

 

Much of the Islamic world is situated in dry areas, where 

irrigation is required to water crops. Water was often 

pumped from a river or a lake, and from one side of 

fields to another side at a higher level. Islamic scientists 

also learnt how to harness the power of flowing water 

by using water wheel technology within a range of 

innovative machines. 

 

You can make a working model of a water wheel to find out how they work and how adaptations to this 

basic design can increase the amount of energy created. 

 

Resources: 

 Polystyrene sheet approximately 2cm thick 

 8 to 10 plastic spoons 

 Wooden kebab stick 

 A baby’s bath tub for testing or a bucket 

 Scissor 

 A measuring jug 

 Water 

 Meter stick 

 Red nail varnish 

 

Method: 

1) Cut a circle out of the polystyrene sheet approximately 20cm in diameter using a scissor. 

2) Press the handles of the plastic spoons into the edges of the polystyrene evenly spaced out so 

that they radiate out like the spokes on a bicycle wheel or like sun rays.  

3) Paint one spoon with red nail varnish so that it stands out from the others. 

4) Thrust a strong wooden kebab stick right through the middle of the polystyrene circle in order to 

create the axis around which the spoons can turn. 

5) Ask someone to hold the end of the kebab stick. Then ask someone else to pour 10 cm of water 

carefully onto the spoons. Notice now the movement of the wheel! 

6) Repeat this by pouring the water from different heights to find out how the water wheel is 

turning quicker. Use a meter stick to measure how high you are pouring the water from. Record 

how many revolutions the red spoon makes in order to compare the force of the water from 

different heights. 
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Create a Model of a Trebuchet (almanjaniq) 

 

In the first years of Islam, Muslim-Arab horsemen succeeded in 

defending their faith with only simple weapons. As the empire 

grew, Islamic rulers oversaw the establishment of increasingly 

sophisticated armies, weapons and fortifications. 

 

Create a working model of a trebuchet in order to discover the 

forces involved in its operation.  

 

Resources: 

 Small block of wood for the base, approximately 20 cm long, 5 cm wide and 

1 cm deep 

 Small block of wood for the trebuchet firing arm, approximately 1 cm deep and 

3 cm square 

 Wooden clothes peg 

 Table tennis ball 

 Plastic lid from a detergent bottle large enough to hold the table tennis ball 

 Wooden stick (like the one in the ice-cream) 

 Wood glue 

 

Method: 

1) Glue the wooden clothes peg securely to the wooden base block.  

2) Glue the smaller wooden block to the upper part of the clothes peg at the opposite side of the 

metal hinge. 

3) Fix the ice-cream stick onto the smaller wooden block to extend the trebuchet arm and increase 

the firing capacity. 

4) Place the detergent bottle lid one centimeter away from the end of the stick and glue it firmly in 

its place. 

5) When the glue is dry, test the range of your trebuchet. You can fire your table tennis ball from the 

detergent lid by pressing the end of the ice-cream stick down and then release it. 
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Islamic Ceramics 

 

Islamic ceramics are usually highly decorated with distinctive 

floral or geometric patterns. Many Islamic ceramics are also 

decorated with artistic inscriptions (calligraphy). Figurative 

images are not that common although they are actually only 

forbidden on Islamic artworks.  

 

Inspire various designs from the patterns in the museums to 

create your own decorative plates and cups. 

 

Resources: 

 A piece of paper 

 Pencil  

 Ruler 

 Paper plate or cup 

 Poster paints, felt pens or coloured pencils. 

 Paint brushes 

 

Method: 

1) Think about the patterns you have seen in the museum. Discuss the distinctive characteristics of 

Islamic decorations. 

2) Sketch some patterns based upon those you have seen in the museum on a piece of paper.  

3) Once you are happy with your designs transfer them onto the surface of a paper plate or cup 

using a pencil. 

4) Colour your patterns by using poster paints, felt pens or coloured pencils. 
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Geometric Patterns 

 

Islam has transformed geometry into a major art form by using the circle as the basis for creation patterns. 

Applying the principles of repetition, symmetry and changes of scale, a myriad of designs were created. 

Many patterns that you can see within the surface decoration of traditional Islamic buildings as well as 

upon Islamic artefacts are based upon the circular shapes. 

 

Resources: 

 Piece of paper 

 Pencil  

 Ruler 

 Compass 

 Felt pens or coloured pencils 

 

Method: 

1) First of all, draw a horizontal line in the middle of the paper. 

2) Draw a circle with the compass point placed near the centre of the line. 

3) Using the intersection points as new compass points, draw two circles on both sides of the first 

circle.  

4) Add four more circles using the new points of intersection as compass points. 

5) All circles should have the same radius.  

6) Colour these shapes if you want.  
 

 

 

 

You can also discover a range of geometric shapes within the circles, such as equilateral triangles or 

hexagons. (As you can see below) 
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Poetry Writing: A Walk in the Gardens of the Alhambra Castle 

 

The Alhambra was once the palace and fortress of the Muslim rulers of Granada in southern Spain 

(previously Andalusia). Nowadays, it attracts tourists from all over the world who flock to see its 

decorative Islamic architecture and extensive gardens. You can see a model of Al Hambra Castle in Gallery 

2 of Islamic Art. 

 

By observing the model of Al Hambra Castle, the wonderful gardens surrounding it and its decorative 

architectural features, visitors may write a descriptive poem about this most beautiful places. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1) What colourful flowers and plants can you see? 

2) Can you hear any noises? 

3) What can you smell? 

4) What were you doing earlier that day? 

5) Are there animals in the garden? What type of animals? 

6) How do you feel here in this peaceful garden? 

7) Where can you see decorative patterns within the architecture of the building? 

8) Imagine the elaborate ceilings, decorative doors and heavily tiled walls. 
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The Wooden Rabab 

 

With the expansion of the Islamic state, navigation and trade had flourished in the Islamic world. 

Merchants transported many things through their journeys. Not only expensive treasures but also objects 

used by the merchants in their daily lives. This rebab is a good example, it was invented in Afghanistan 

and then travelled across the trade routes to be used all over the Middle East and even in North Africa. 

 

- Look at the wooden Rabab in the Islamic Art gallery 2 

- What was it made of? 

- What are its main parts?  

- Imagen that you are holding it, how does it feel? Is it 

heavy? 

- From where do sounds come out? 

- What kind of voice does it make? 

- Do people use it nowadays?  

 

Create a rebab to play a wonderful music for your friends! 

 

Resources: 

 Empty tissue box  

  paper towel roll  

 Rubber band  

 Glue 

 Scissors 

 colourful glitter glue 

 

Method: 

1) Cut out a square on one side of the empty box. 

2) Stretch the rubber bands over the middle of the box. 

3) Cut a hole on the side of the box for the roll.  

4) Insert the paper towel roll in the hole, use glue to make it stick well. 

5) Decorate the box with stickers, paints, sprinkle glitter or anything you would like.  
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Story Telling 

 

This Iranian tile, late 13th-14th century AH / late 19th-20th century AD/CE, can be found in Gallery 3 of 

Islamic Art. 

 

After examining the picture carefully kids will be asked to write a story in three parts that explain what 

happened just before this image was captured, what is happening in the scene shown and then what 

happened next.  

 

Kids can represent their stories either by acting, drawing or using their own words on a piece of paper to 

compare it later with their friends.  
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Scene Setting 

 

This wooden door from Turkey, which is decorated with horizontal and vertical panels and engraved with 

floral motifs, is from the 14th century AH / 20th century AD/CE, can be found upstairs in Gallery 4 of 

Islamic Art. 

 

Spend some time looking carefully at the door and describing its decorative features to each other. After 

that, think of where this door was placed, and who – you think- had used it? 

 

Visitors may wish to draw the scene that they have imagined behind this door and write a rich 

description: who are there? What are they doing? What are they saying? What sounds do they hear? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you want to see other similar doors with their beautiful decorations? Visit Bait Al Naboodah 

which is located in the heart of Sharjah.  


